
Dear South Eugene families, 
 
The State of Oregon determined this week that school buildings will remain closed 
statewide for the rest of the school year.  This announcement was followed by new state 
rules about graduation requirements for seniors and how schools can award grades and 
credit for the remainder of the school closure. 
 
This has been an unprecedented time of change and uncertainty in your students’, and 
we understand how unsettling that can be.  My own senior and sophomore at home 
have been awaiting news from the state to understand how districts might be asked to 
proceed this spring.  As hard as this news is, it is good to have certainty and a path to 
move forward.  
 
We can now shed more light on what this will mean for our current seniors, and address 
many other questions that have been raised by students and families.  Following is an 
outline of the key information about graduation requirements for current 12th-grade 
students and some example scenarios, followed by answers to frequently asked 
questions.  We will be sending additional communication to families in the next day or 
two about expected communication to families about their student’s pathway toward 
graduation and about addressing Trimester 3 schedules.  If you have unanswered 
questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to your student’s school counselor or to 
SEHS administration. 
 
Graduation Pathways for Current Seniors 
 

• Seniors who had already earned the required 24 credits when schools closed in 
March have earned their diplomas. 

• Seniors who were on track to complete the required 24 credits by the end of the 
school year will be awarded credits and awarded a diploma.  These students will 
receive a pass for up to 2.5 credits of courses for which they were scheduled in 
the third term if the totality of the student’s academic history leads a reasonable 
person to believe that student would have passed the classes. 

• Seniors who were not on track to graduate on time will be provided opportunities 
to earn the credits needed to meet graduation requirements.  Students will work 
with school staff to develop a plan for graduation and work towards those goals 
over the third term. 

• Essential Skills and Personalized Learning requirements are suspended for this 
year’s seniors.  A great many students already had met that requirement at 
South, and this is important news for students who were needing to complete 
those. 

• Trimester 3 grades will be Pass / Incomplete / Withdraw.  Oregon schools 
statewide will not assign letter grades for courses impacted by school closure. 

• Seniors in the first two scenarios above no longer have any mandatory 
coursework to earn an Oregon Diploma, but may choose to continue their 
coursework to be prepared for college and careers. 
 
 
 
 



Examples 
 
Example 1:  Anita needs .5 credits in the area of Health.  Anita has passed her other 
attempted Health course and was scheduled to take her second Health course in third 
term of this year. Anita will automatically receive a pass for Health in Trimester 3 based 
on her pattern of performance.  
 
Example 2: Miguel needs 2.5 credits to graduate. Miguel needs credits in the following 
areas: .5 Science, .5 Math (Algebra 2), .5 English Language Arts, 1.0 Other Subjects 
(OS). Miguel was enrolled in all the classes he needed to graduate. This is considered 
on track because he could have earned all credits given his schedule for the third term. 
A review of Miguel’s historical academic performance indicates he would likely pass all 
of the classes for which he was scheduled. Miguel will be awarded the credits, thus 
earning a diploma. 
 
Example 3: Chris needs 3.5 credits to graduate. Chris needs credits in the following 
areas: 1.0 English Language Arts (ELA), 1.0 Math, .5 Science, 1.0 Other Subjects (OS). 
Because Chris has been applying himself diligently in the last few years, and had made 
up for unsuccessful attempts at credits, he would be awarded a P for coursework on his 
third term schedule due to the school closure but would still be considered credit 
deficient by 1.0 credits (.5 in ELA and .5 in Math). Chris would work with counseling and 
admin to develop a graduation plan. Chris would be put on a track to earn .5 ELA and .5 
Math through a series of tasks and projects that would allow him to demonstrate meeting 
proficiency standards. Otherwise, Chris would need to take and pass those classes over 
the remainder of the term. Chris would then earn all requirements for a diploma. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Are seniors done with school? 
The State of Oregon has decided that our school doors will not open again for the 
remainder of the 2019–20 school year. Eugene School District 4J will continue to roll out 
our home-based distance learning efforts. The remainder of the school year will be 
conducted through distance learning for all students. 
 
For high school seniors who were on track to graduate on time when schools closed in 
March, mandatory coursework is over, but they may choose to continue their coursework 
to be prepared for college and careers.  
 
What do seniors need to graduate? 
High school seniors who had already earned the required 24 credits by the end of 
Trimester 2, and seniors who were on track to graduate and were enrolled and expected 
to successfully complete any remaining credit requirements in Trimester 3, have earned 
diplomas. Other seniors must complete the remaining required credits by August 31. 
Essential Skills and Personalized Learning Requirements (Career Related Learning 
Experiences (CRLEs), Extended Application, and Education Plan and Profile) have been 
waived and are not required to graduate this year.  
 
4J must align all requirements for earning an Oregon Diploma with ODE guidance in 
order to ensure fair and equitable treatment of seniors across the state. Districts may not 
add additional graduation requirements for seniors in the Class of 2020. 



 
Who is going to let me know whether I am on track to graduate? When will I hear 
something? 
We will assess every 12th grade student’s credit status, schedule and academic history 
over the next several days. We will reach out to each high school senior, starting 
immediately and over the coming days, to let them know whether they have met the 
requirements to graduate—and, if not, what they must do to get back on track and earn 
their diploma.  
 
If I am not on track, what can I do? 
Schools will work with students to outline individual plans that will allow them to earn the 
needed credits and receive their diploma as soon as possible. Students should complete 
this work this spring, but will have until August 31 to complete this work and be awarded 
a 2020 diploma under these temporary graduation requirements.  
 
What if I’m on track, but I still want to do coursework? 
Great! All seniors, including those whose diploma requirements are completed, are 
welcome to continue their coursework to be prepared for college and careers. For 
example, students in dual credit courses such as College Now,  AP, and IB coursework 
may continue their studies to work towards possible college credit.  
 
What will appear on transcripts for this trimester? Will this affect GPAs? 
Oregon students will not be awarded letter grades for the third term of this school year. If 
a student was on track to graduate and has credit applied for courses they were 
expected to complete successfully (such as if they passed the first of a two-term 
sequence of courses with a grade of A, B, C or D, and were scheduled to complete the 
second term this spring), they will be awarded a Pass for those courses. Students who 
are continuing in coursework through distance learning will be awarded a grade 
designation of Pass (P), Incomplete (I), or Withdrawn (W) for the third term. Grades for 
Trimester 3 will not affect a student’s grade point average (GPA).    
 
What does this mean for students receiving special education services?  
Case managers will be reaching out to every student with an IEP and their parents 
regarding where the student stands with the new graduation requirements, their options 
for spring term, and how that relates to special education services.  
 
Will I still have access to school supports? 
Yes, school and wraparound supports will still be available to students. Students can 
reach out to their teachers, counselors, and/or administrators for specific support 
needed. 
 
What if I am in an AP, IB or College Now course and want to earn the college 
credits? 
Students may still earn college credits. Dual credit students should contact their teacher 
about the status of their college course. Advanced Placement (AP) exams have been 
rescheduled for May 11–22. Here are details on each specific AP exam. International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma students need to work with their teachers to ensure their 
portfolios and assessments are complete, marked and uploaded. College Now (CN) 
credits are still available. In order to earn the CN credit, a student will need to complete 
ALL work outlined in the CN syllabus and meet all college-level expectations. In most all 



cases, this will exceed the requirements placed on students wishing to earn only the 4J 
credit required for high school graduation. 
 
Will this affect NCAA eligibility for my college athlete next year?  
The NCAA is working with the Eligibility Center staff and the applicable divisional 
academic committees to ensure that an appropriate national solution is provided. Please 
see their current guidance here. 
 
 
Looking Forward 
 
We are glad to finally have this guidance from the state and clear graduation pathways 
for our seniors, but we know that there is nothing that can make up for the anxiety this 
situation has caused your family and the sense of loss students are experiencing 
because of the extended school closure. 
 
High school seniors, in particular, are missing traditions and milestone events right now. 
We empathize with the feeling of loss and having missed out on the culmination of 
something you have worked so hard towards for so long. Please know we will continue 
to support every one of you toward graduation and your post-secondary transition. We 
are also committed to finding creative ways to acknowledge and celebrate your many 
years of hard work through some form of a commencement activity. 
 
With the start of Distance Learning for spring term beginning on Monday, April 13, we 
know that many seniors have received Google Classroom invites and will be wondering 
what the information shared in this letter may mean for their specific schedule. You will 
see that we will open up an Add/Drop process for our students in grades 9-11 in the first 
days of the term, as we typically do, albeit via a digital form available soon, but will be 
working on different schedule processes for seniors. We anticipate providing more 
communication to our seniors and families in the coming days about their specific 
pathway to graduation and will be working with seniors who need or desire specific 
courses in third term regarding their course schedule. In the meantime, your teachers 
are aware that the very recent information shared here may lead to changes in seniors’ 
course schedules throughout the coming week as we work together with seniors and 
their families.   
 
Thank you for your patience and for your understanding as we work daily to share 
updates with you.  I’ll save more details for the next letter and I hope that the weekend 
ahead is a restful one for you and your family.   
 
 
Warm regards, 
 
 
Carey Killen 
	


